WMS Attendance Policies and Procedures
Students are expected to be in attendance on all of the days and hours that school is in session unless urgent reasons exist to justify their absences.  Pennsylvania law mandates that every parent or guardian having control or charge of any child of school age shall comply with the requirements of compulsory attendance.  The School Code of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania allows for students to be absent only for “urgent reasons.”  Urgent reasons may include illness, doctor and dentist appointments (with note from doctor or dentist), and religious reasons.  All other absences, including absences where an excuse card (signed by a legal guardian) is not submitted within three (3) days after return from an absence, will be considered unexcused.  Please see the WMS Parent-Student Handbook at <<http://wms.wsdweb.org/>> or the PA Department of Education at <<http://www.pde.state.pa.us/k12/cwp/view.asp?A=11&Q=121159>>.

Parents and students should remember to (all notes can be turned into the Attendance Desk at the front of the school):

· Call the attendance clerk notifying the school of any absence at 215-619-8110 x2109 the day of the absence.

· Provide a note excusing lateness when there is an illness or emergency.
· Provide a note excusing absence within three days of the student’s return to school.

· Provide a doctor’s note in case of excessive absence due to illness or surgery.


To assist parents in monitoring their student’s attendance, WMS will:

· Have automated phone calls placed home when students are absent or late.

· Have automated phone calls placed home to remind students to bring in an excuse note to clear absences.

· Send warning letters home when a student has reached 5, 8, or 10 total absences.

· Send letters home when a student accrues 3 unexcused lates.

· Send a warning letter when a student has not provided a note and an unexcused absence might turn into a unlawful absence after three days.

Please do not hesitate to call your student’s advisor, counselor, or assistant principal if you have any questions or concerns.  Please see the above webpages for more information.  Parents can also access Sapphire Parent Portal for daily attendance from the WMS website <<http://wms.wsdweb.org/>>.
